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29er Planning for 2015 

So you just had your first experience in a 29er, and now you’re hooked on the high speed, the great 

people, and the exciting racing.  On behalf of McBride Wilson Sailing and the 29er High Performance 

Team, welcome to the class!  Over the last decade or so, the 29er has produced some of the top sailors 

in the United States including Olympians, as well as some of the top college sailors, and we are excited 

to help you become one of those alumni of the fleet! 

The high speeds, physicality and steep learning curve can make the 29er a little bit intimidating to jump 

into at first, but hopefully this document will help make this an easy transition whether you’re coming 

from the Opti world, High School sailing, or some other sailing background. 

29er Class Calendar 
One of the best parts of 29er racing is that top level national and international competition can be found 

year-round at a venue near you.  The calendar is full of clinics and regattas, so whether you are 

interested in developing your skills with a coach, or testing them against other teams, there is typically 

an event for you! We have listed some of the major events for 2015 below, but the calendar is growing 

quickly, so be sure to keep up with the latest official schedule at www.29erNorthAmerican.org. 

Additionally, we frequently work with clubs and teams to organize clinics across the country.  For 

information on upcoming clinics or to set up a clinic near you, visit www.McBrideWilsonSailing.com, sign 

up for our e mail list by clicking here, or e mail us at 29erhighperformance@gmail.com. 

Date Event Location  Event Type 

March 20-22 29er Midwinters West (Hamlin #3) Coronado, CA Open Regatta 

April 3-5 29er Midwinters East Ft. Lauderdale, FL Open Regatta 

April 9-12 CISA Clinic Long Beach, CA Resume Clinic 

May 1-3 All Girls US Sailing ODP Training Camp  Coronado, CA Invitational Clinic 

May 2-3 Elvstrom/Zellerbach San Francisco, CA Regional Regatta 

May 16-17 Santa Barbara Skiff Festival (Hamlin #4) Santa Barbara, CA Open Regatta 

May 23-25 US Sailing ODP Training Camp Long Beach, CA Open Clinic (RSVP) 

June 13-16 US Sailing ODP Training Camp San Francisco, CA Invitational Clinic 

June 17-21 Brooke E. Gonzalez Clinic Newport, RI Resume Clinic 

July 6-10 US Youth Champs Newport, RI Resume Regatta 

July 17-19 29er North Americans The Gorge, OR Open Regatta 

July 22-25 29er Nationals Richmond, CA Open Regatta 

August 7-14 29er World Championship Wales, GBR Open Regatta 

September 5-7 All Girls US Sailing ODP Training Camp Miami, FL Invitational Clinic 

September 5-7 ISAF Youth Worlds Team Training Camp TBD Invitational Clinic 

October 31 Halloween Regatta (Hamlin #1) Long Beach, CA Open Regatta 

November 21-22 Turkey Day Regatta (Hamlin #2) Long Beach, CA Open Regatta 

December 5-6 SCYYRA Clinic Long Beach, CA Resume Clinic 

December 27-30 Open Orange Bowl Miami, FL Open Regatta 
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Your First Boat 
While club or charter boats are available in some locations, chances are good that your first hurdle to 

getting on the water will be finding a suitable racing machine for practice and regattas.  There are two 

options when looking for your first boat: a used boat, or a new boat.  A list of used boats for sale in the 

United States and Canada can be found on www.29erNorthAmerican.org under the Classified Ads 

section, and you can get educated about what to look for in a used boat by reading the comprehensive 

guide to buying used boats written by former class president, Oliver Scutt.  Used boats in the 29er fleet 

are generally a great way to get racing, as the boats typically have very long competitive lifespans, and 

old boats can usually be brought back up to racing standards, however most teams usually decide to 

upgrade to a new boat at some point during their time in the class. 

Depending on the options that you select (covers, sails, etc.), new boats usually run around $12,500 with 

everything you need to go sailing.  New equipment provides benefits, which often include vendor 

support at regattas, a competitive lifespan which will exceed most sailors’ time in the class, and of 

course the mental edge of knowing that you have the best equipment money can buy.  At this point, all 

new boats in the US are made by the same builder, so you can be assured that your boat is on par with 

all of the other new boats being offered by other vendors.  A list of current vendors for new boats, and 

29er parts can be found here. 

Take The Next Step 
While we are big believers in cultivating self-reliance through frequent practices without coaches on the 

water, coaching is a critical part of getting up to speed quickly in the 29er, and overcoming plateaus and 

difficult challenges in the boat.  Depending on your geographic location, and your proximity to other 

experienced 29er sailors, there are a few different models that we recommend for starting in the boat.  

One of our most common suggestions to new sailors is to find a way to log ten hours in the boat with a 

29er expert before sailing with a new teammate.  If you don’t have an expert nearby to get in the boat 

with you, it is usually a good idea to get a private coach involved for the first several practices to give 

one on one attention to both team members.  For help finding a local skiff expert, e mail us at 

29erhighperformance@gmail.com. 

As sailors progress, one weekend of coaching, can usually provide lessons for the rest of the month, and 

with frequent clinics on the calendar, it’s usually easy to find high level coaching. 

Get More Info 
To get more information about upcoming events, how to improve in the 29er and much more check out 

the links below: 

 Resources on how to practice, and how to sail the boats available on McBride Wilson Sailing 

mailing list and website – www.McBrideWilsonSailing.com 

 29er North American Facebook Page 

 29erNorthAmerican.org 
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